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Board of Newly Authorized Reading Main Street Program to Hold Introductory Meeting  
 

READING, PA -- For immediate release -- Following formal City Council authorization of the Reading Main 

Street program, a meeting of the proposed inaugural board is set for Friday, Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. in City Hall, 

according to Mayor Thomas M. McMahon. 

 

The board members-elect will meet collectively with members of the Downtown 2020 Steering Committee in 

the third floor Department of Community Development conference room at City Hall, Eighth and Washington 

streets.  Representatives of the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development have also 

been invited. 

 

The Reading Main Street program was authorized by City Council ordinance in November.  Board member 

candidates are being interviewed by members of the Council Administrative Oversight Committee.  Official 

appointments of Main Street board members are expected in mid December via Council resolutions.  The board 

will consist of nine members as well as a city councilor liaison. 

 

In June, more than 60 community members, including Reading central core property and business owners and 

corporate, government officials and non-profit leaders, attended a symposium organized by the City of Reading 

and DCED.  A proposed plan for the downtown center/Penn Street was presented.  Discussions centered 

on downtown design and rehabilitation, economic restructuring and development, and promotion and marketing 

efforts. Five projects in each of the three categories were prioritized as most important by consensus of the 

community forum. The projects have been organized into an action plan that the Main Street board will address 

beginning in January 2011.  

 

Some of the action-plan items include designing and rehabilitating buildings and facades using green 

technology; maintenance of the buildings and façades with attention to historic characteristics; and attention to 

emerging ethnic/cultural populations and businesses.  Attendees also offered suggestions for economic 

restructuring and development.  These included providing financial incentives for business and property 

improvements; creating market-rate and upper-floor housing along Penn Street; and securing private investment 

in anchor buildings using permitting incentives.  

 

Additionally, the promotion and marketing committee recommended working with a merchant/business 

group composed of existing downtown property and business owners as well as using Web sites, community 

media and existing venues to market to the Greater Reading audience and outside consumers.  Efforts to 

development the riverfront are also part of the Main Street Program Action Plan.  The City will support the 

local Main Street Program with capital funding, land-use controls, planning, zoning, codes and police 

enforcement.  

 

Projects of the Main Street Program Action Plan will be completed by the Main Street Board of Directors in 

cooperation with the Downtown 2020 Committee volunteers.  Existing resources such as the federal 

Community Development Block Grant program will fund some of the work while new grant requests will be 

made as projects are prioritized.  “By using the Main Street Program approach to revitalization, the city 

can maximize its existing resources efficiently and creating realistic momentum for project completion.” 

McMahon said.                                                          - # # # - 

 

THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

815 WASHINGTON STREET 

READING, PA 19601-3690 

(610) 655-6234 

WWW.READINGPA.GOV 
 

 
 

CITY OF READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

http://www.cityofreading.com/

